20	heister's apprenticeship.
" The recital took such hold of my imagination, that the pass-
ages I had read of the poem began dimly, in my mind, to con-
glomerate into a whole; wherewith I was so taken that I could
not but propose to have it some way represented. I meant to
have Tancred and Binaldo acted; and for this purpose, two coats
of mail, which I had before manufactured, seemed expressly suit-
able. The one, formed of dark-gray paper with scales, was to
serve for the solemn Tancred; the other, of silver-and-gilt paper,
for the magnificent Binaldo. In the vivacity of my anticipations,
I told the whole project to my comrades, who felt quite charmed
with it, only could not well comprehend how so glorious a thing
could be exhibited, and, above all, exhibited by them.
" Such scruples I easily set aside. Without hesitation, I took
upon me in idea the management of two rooms in the house of a
neighbouring playmate; not calculating that his venerable aunt
would never give them up, or considering how a theatre could be
made of them, whereof I had no settled notion, except that it
was to be fixed on beams, to have side-scenes made of parted
folding-screens, and on the floor a large piece of cloth. From
what quarter these materials and furnishings were to come, I had
not determined.
"So far as concerned the forest, we fell upon a good expe-
dient. We betook ourselves to an old servant of one of our
families, who had now become a woodman, with many entreaties
that he would get us a few young firs and birches; which actually
arrived more speedily than we had reason to expect. But, in the
next place, great was our embarrassment as to how the piece
should be got up before the trees were withered. Now was the
time for prudent counsel! We had no house, no scenery, no
curtains; the folding-screens were all we had.
" In this forlorn condition we again applied to the lieutenant,
giving him a copious description of all the glorious things we
meant to do. Little as he Understood us, he was very helpful:
he piled all the tables he could get in the house or neighbour-
hood, one above the other, in a little room; to these he fixed our
folding-screens; and made a back-view with green curtains, stick-
ing up our trees along with it.
"At length the appointed evening came; the candles were
lit, the maids and children were sitting in their places, the piece
was to go forward, the whole corps of heroes was equipped and
dressed,—when each for the first time discovered that he knew

